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The ICAW Professional Pet Breeders take pride in their responsibilities 
for proper care and handling of their pets. The following code 
describes general considerations: 
 

▪ To provide food, water, and care necessary to protect the health and 
welfare of the pets that are in your care. 

▪ To provide proper veterinary care of these pets for disease prevention, etc. 
▪ To provide clean, well-kept facilities to allow safe, humane, and efficient 

pet management. 
▪ To use proper re-homing practices for your pets, to ensure a happy and 

safe home. 
▪ To use only veterinary accepted methods, if needed, to dispose of a pet. 
▪ To provide all personnel with a working knowledge of your pets, including 

proper handling techniques. 
▪ To provide transportation for your pets that avoid undue stress caused by 

overcrowding, excessive time spent in transit, or by discomfort during 
loading and unloading. 

▪ Any person who willfully mistreats pets WILL NOT be tolerated in this 
organization. 

▪ To conduct all business in an ethical manner. 
▪ All breeders agree to follow the recommendations set forth in the above 

statements. 
▪ All breeders agree to follow the USDA and/or the Indiana Board of Animal 

Health rules. 
▪ All breeders agree to obtain all required licenses and operate your 

business 100% legally. 
▪ Encourage all breeders to further their knowledge by attending meetings 

and conferences and being active in their Chapter. 
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You raise healthy puppies,
we find them happy homes.

(844) 566-2886

You raise 
healthy 

puppies, 
we find 

them happy 
homes!

(844) 566-2886

BEST-IN-CLASS 
ROF HIGH EFFICIENCY 
WHELPING SYSTEMS

John Riehl, Riehl’s Enterprises
717–278–2510

DEALER INSTALLER OPPORTUNITIES!
CALL TODAY.

Hot Water Systems

Electric Systems

Upgraded durable stainless steel coils
5-year warranty

110 ACwith 48W Max Power Draw
1-year warranty

NEW

NEW

Improve the health & survival rate of your puppies 
and the apperance of your facility.

Multiple pads are easily & individually 
regulated from a single control center.

Website Marketing, Listing Puppies, 
Photography, Buying/Selling of Puppies, 

Transportation, Help Locating Breeding Stock 

Contact Miles Handy at (313) 510-5450 

miles@puppygram.com 
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From the ICAW President
   Greetings to everyone across ICAW land, 
How does this find everyone? By now a 
new year is upon us and 2019 is history. 
This past year our family had a few trials 
and upturns but by the time things settled 
down we have A LOT to be thankful for. 
We had a busy fall with several litters 
of puppies ready to go just weeks 
before Christmas which is always great. 

   Its the start of a new year and I am going 
to explain briefly what ICAW’s mission is 
for people like me who need a refresher 
every now and then. ICAW; Indiana 
Council of Animal Welfare. Our mission 
here is to serve, educate, encourage and 
promote all fellow dog breeders. How 
ICAW started; in 2009 there was some 
movement going on in the statehouse 
concerning professional dog breeders and 
our senators and legislators explained 
that if we want a future in raising dogs 
we need to form an organization that 
polices itself and has one voice. At that 
time our founders of ICAW formed ICAW 
and it has been growing ever since. 

   What is ICAW about? Where we 
continually strive to “raise the bar”. 
Meaning having our adult dogs in the 
best environment available, (having 
kennels that are nicer than some of our 
homes) doing OFA testing on adults, 
basic training, lots of enrichment and 
big play yards for plenty of exercise. This 
creates a happy, healthy, well socialized 
pet and therefore we are doing what we 
can to raise the happiest healthiest and 
cutest puppies available in today’s world. 
Another thing is to build a relation with 
our senators, legislators, commissioners 
and local sheriff department. And to do 
the things and go the extra mile that the 
AR people are saying we are not doing 
and take all ammunition away from them. 

   What is KMA? Kennel Management 
Assistant program. There are six three 
man teams scattered across Indiana , 
these three man teams are voted on by 
each teams local chapter. Each team has 

an evaluation sheet and the kennel gets 
evaluation sheet and the kennel gets 
evaluated from about 65 items having to 
do with the kennel and breeding dogs. 
At the end there is a total score added 
together letting the kennel owner know 
where he is doing good and areas where 
he can improve. This has been extremely 
helpful for our breeders and is highly 
regarded by USDA and BOAH. ICAW 
also has a ER team and a REHOMING 
TEAM which are explained in a different 
article in this newsletter. What ICAW 
has to offer; Annual ICAW educational 
seminar, Quarterly newsletters, monthly 
conference calls, chapter gathering 
and support and kennel tours. This is 
only scratching the surface of ICAW but 
hopefully can be beneficial to someone.

   In late November we had our winter 
ICAW board meeting, Pat Keith with USDA 
and Bret Marsh with BOAH along with 
all ICAW board, chapter vice presidents, 
KMA chairs, ER Team, Rehoming Team, 
and the seminar chair. Thank you so much 
for attending everyone, I had a enjoyable 
day and felt honored that our friends 
from USDA and BOAH took the time to 
join us. One of the things discussed were 
the ICAW budget and funds. One of the 
things I am realizing more and more is 
if we as professional dog breeders are 
put out of business, it is not because 
we are producing more puppies than 
there is a demand for, it is because that 
animal activist groups are trying to 
pass bills making it almost impossible 
to raise puppies in an ethical manner. 

   So with that being said, some of our 
funds need to be put in the hands of 
our proper legislators to help overturn 
some of these bills before they become 
law, but more importantly than all 
is to become acquainted (and stay 
acquainted) as mentioned above with our 
representatives and senators and let them 
know what we are doing to “raise the bar” 
in the dog breeding industry. Another 
topic that was discussed is a Meet & 

Greet scheduled for January 22nd at the 
Statehouse. The plan is to go down in the 
morning and our pastries from Rise & Roll 
will be there waiting on us and meeting 
with Senators and Representative and 
passing out pastries and literature 
and building a relationship with them. 

   Another thing I want to mention as 
some of you know Dr. Candace Croney 
with Purdue has Canine Care back in 
their possession and are working closely 
with an auditing company to assure all 
adults are being performed the way 
they intended this program to be. There 
has been a few changes made to the 
program (rates, etc) but we as a board 
see a extreme need for this program to 
be successful as there are other states 
watching us seeing how we are going to 
respond. I do encourage all breeders to 
sign up, yet I do realize at this time there 
are a lot of unanswered questions that 
the breeders have and we are working 
with Dr. Candace to have those questions 
answered. We are also looking at having 
an appointed person that will be working 
with Dr. Candace available to work with 
breeders if there are any questions that 
breeders may have. Lets do our part 
to help RAISE THE BAR and I see this as 
a big step in doing that. I will sign off 
wishing everyone a prosperous new year.

     Individually we are a drop, together 
we are an ocean.
                             God Bless,

  Darin Miller
                                         Darin Miller

Team Information
Rehoming Team

ER Response Team

KMA Northeast North KMA Northeast South KMA Northwest KMA Nappanee
Devon Yoder
Devon Schrock

Caleb Ramer
Myron Hostetler

Dale Bontrager
Myron Yoder
Jonathan Petershiem

Ernie Yoder
Ezra Whetstone
Steven Eash

Amos Yoder
Gerald Fry
Steven Lehman

Homer Slabaugh
Craig Riffey
Titus Burkholder
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NEW INDI MINICHIPNOW AVAILABLE 

SAVE ON  
MICROCHIPS 
& GET MORE WITH OUR
FREE CHIP PROGRAM!

SM

SPECIAL SAVINGS
FOR ICAW MEMBERS
ON 25 COUNT BOXES OF MICROCHIPS

CALL 800-252-7894 FOR ICAW SAVINGS
VISIT www.akcreunite.org

Call for details. Prices, program and terms subject to change. Shipping 
charges apply. Cannot be combined with other offers.  Does not apply to 
microchips with prepaid enrollments.  
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Greetings to all, 
 
   We have been having some mild weather for December but we will enjoy it while it 
lasts. 
And get some final fall work done yet, knowing that winter is sure to come soon. Most 
of us in this area have 2 weeks vacation for Christmas and New Years. So we have 
been enjoying Christmas gatherings with family and friends. With plenty of food games 
and late nights. But also ready for January 7th when we get back to our regular 
schedule again . Hard to grasp that this really is 2020 already. How time flies by so 
fast. 
   This fall we divided the Northern chapter as were are over 200 members. Which is a 
good thing, but can also be a challenge for the board to find facilities and places that 
are big enough to have our meetings. So we now have a north east and north west 
chapter. We have the new board positions voted in already.
   On northeast chapter Ura and Loranna Miller will step up to President position, 
they had served 2 years as Vice President, and John and Leona Troyer were voted 
in as Vice President. On northwest side David and Vonda Slabaugh were voted in as 
President and Earnest and Mary Bontrager as Vice President. We are excited and wish 
these board members the best in the years ahead. As we know they want to and will 
give it their best. 
   So lets be there to support them and encourage them. If you see or hear of 
something that you are concerned about or have some new thought or ideas let them 
know. Our leaders can only be a strong as the people that surround them.
   The dividing line for east and west will be the LaGrange - Elkhart county line going 
north and south. This spring we will be adding some new KMA members. We will have 
2 KMA teams in each chapter for a total of 4 up north. 
   We’ve had an enjoyable and sometimes challenging 4 years serving on the board. 
But would like to take this time to thank all the members for all the support, words 
of encouragement, and participation over the past years. For without support and 
participation it would be impossible to do.
   So lets support and show our  presence in meetings or whatever is involved in the 
kennel world. And keep the Organization (ICAW) moving forward to a better future. 
We would also like to thank Merle and Katie Miller (past chapter presidents.) for their 
help and advise as we asked many times and we always had a positive response. Also 
to Darrin and Carol Miller and the rest of the ICAW executive board for everything 
they are doing to support and promote the industry.

      Wishing everybody a blessed and prosperous 2020
        Devon & Marietta Troyer and Family

Practice trusting Me (God) during quiet days, when nothing much seems to be happening. Then when storms come, your trust balance will be sufficient to see you through!
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2020 North West Chapter Schedule
Winter Meeting - Monday January 27th 6:00 pm

Location: Merle & Katie, 63322 S.R.13, Goshen, IN, 46528

Refreshments will be available after the meeting.

Topics Include:
 • Rehoming Program Updates              
 • Updates on KMA and the Benefits it Provides                               
 • Elections for 3 KMA Team Members 
*All North West Chapter Members will be on a list and will be eligible for election. Present or NOT Present*

Spring Meeting - Monday Eve, April 13th, 6:00 pm
Location: Del-Mar Catering, 159 E. Lincoln St., Nappanee, IN,46550

Topics & Speaker - TBD

North West Chapter Pinic - Monday Eve, June 15th , 3:00 pm-900 pm
Location: Claywood Event Center, 13924 N  1100 W, Nappanee, IN 46550

Fall Open Kennel - Saturday, August 15th, 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Save These Dates! Reminders Will Be Sent Out Through The One - Call System.

President
David & Vonda Slabaugh

574-646-2157

Vice President
Ernest & Mary Bontrager

574-354-8783
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2020 North East Chapter Schedule
Tuesday Eve, January 28th

Winter Meeting - 6:00 pm
Location: Ura & Loranna Miller, 7315 W. 200 S., Topeka, IN 46571

Refreshments will be available after the meeting.

Topics Include:
 • Rehoming Program Updates                                                     • ICAW Intent & the benefits
 • Elections for 3 KMA                                                                            it provides
   Team Members in Northeast area                                             • Emergency Response Update
  *All Northern Chapter Members will be on a list and will be eligible for election. Present or NOT Present*

Spring Meeting - Monday Eve, April 20th, 6:00 pm
Location: The Carriage House, 5280 S. 500 W., Topeka, IN 46571

Topics & Speaker - TBD

North East Chapter Pinic - Tuesday Eve, June 16th , 3:00-900 pm
Location: Wolfe Community Building, 345 N. Morton St. Shipshewana, IN, 46565

Fall Open Kennel - Saturday, August 22nd, 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Save These Dates! Reminders Will Be Sent Out Through The One - Call System.

President
Ura & Loranna Miller

(260) 768-3022 x5

Vice President
John & Leona Troyer

(260) 593-3900
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Greetings to all from the Allen County chapter,

   I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year ( I know its way past, by the 
time you are reading this.) Our children had their School Program yesterday, its so sweet to hear all the 
children’s messages delivered so innocently, we still have a few more Christmas gatherings to attend., Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to cousin Victor and Laura Schmucker and family with the recent fire they 
had losing their house and shed a few days before Christmas, saving the Kennel by the nick of time.
Kennel news.
   We just had a new litter of Miniature Schnauzers a few days ago! (new excitement for the children!)  We 
have several other litters that are a little older as well as more coming soon.
   The winter board meeting is now history again. It was a very interesting and enjoyable day as usual, I 
came home with more knowledge and new energy
Chapter news.
   We are planning on having a quarterly meeting on January 27 and also planning on having our 
annual meeting on April 14, with our local Sheriff department putting on a canine demonstration , All are 
welcome, Brett Marsh and Patrick Keith having a topic as well.... More to come.
   As of January 1st my term is up as president, Joe Schmucker will be taking position as President, plans 
are to elect a new vice president on April 14. We enjoyed our duties, also looking forward to passing it on 
as well. I want to thank our community and all those outside the community for helping the chapter grow.
             
                                                God Bless and everyone have a Great New Year!
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JRS Farm

Hello from JRS Farm

   Hope everyone in the dog 
world is doing great. Here we 
are doing well and enjoying a 
few litters of puppies . For a 
little bit of an introduction, I, 
Jerome Stoll, wife Ruth Ann, 
children, Mahlon 10, Elsie 
7, Esther 2 share the joys of 
taking care of and cleaning 
up after our Neapolitan 
Mastiffs. It all started back in 
2012. We bought 2 females 

from a kennel in Missouri and a couple females and a male from my brother-in-law. We started out 
small in an old existing building, added pens as we needed them. For about 3 years we operated like that 
with 12 fiberglass-tenderfoot pens. We were USDA licensed but then decided we wanted to upgrade. So 
we totally re-hauled the opposite side of the building and put in whelping pens with heated floors and 
tile walls with 16 ft gravel runs outside. We then moved the dogs over to that side and reworked the 
other side same way. Wow! What a difference! A long drawn out event but well worth it. We like it but 
most important the dogs are much happier. Indoor, outdoor access with lots of room to move around. 
     After the building was complete we started on the exercise yards. We now have 2 grass runs with a shelter 
building in it. And a gravel yard 
for the rainy sloppy days. I was 
asked if my dogs are happier with 
the exercise yards. I said just the 
ones that are out in it at the time. 
Ha. The ones still in the pens are 
begging for their turn. We can’t 
turn 2 females out together in the 
same yard so it takes a little while 
to get them all exercised. We 
didn’t have very many puppies 
this summer as we did a pretty 
major switch-over on females. 
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Some were getting a little older and some of our young stuff didn’t cut the grade on OFA testing so we found new 
homes for those and bought some females that were already tested. We had to pay more for those but decided 

if we buy 8 wk old 
puppies we might still 
be disappointed in the 
test results. We think 
OFA testing is very 
important to assure 
healthy puppies for 
our customers. We sell 
most of our puppies 
to Petland Stores.
    Well I need to close but 
first I want to sincerely 
thank all the people 
involved in making it 
possible for us to raise 
puppies. Hopefully our 

children will still be able 
to do this when they grow up. Everyone should get to have the privilege of having at least one puppy. Try to imagine 
life without animals! I think it would be very boring indeed. Lets all keep taking one step at a time reaching for the top. 

                                         Best wishes and God Bless You
                                   Jerome RuthAnn • Mahlon Elsie Esther
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   On early morning of November 23, 2019, there was a theft at Amos Yoder, and 19 
French Bulldog puppies, ranging from 4 to 10 weeks old were stolen. Leaving Amos, 
(a stay at home dad) with virtually no income for two months.

   We are opening an account for anyone who wishes to donate to help Amos Yoder. 
Please send all checks to the address below.

                                                                                           God Bless All of You,
                                                                                               The ICAW Board

Make Checks Payable to:
First State Bank / Amos Yoder Benefit Fund

P.O. Box 69 •Middlebury, Indiana 46540



ICAW Newsletter • 2020 • Page 16

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
417-451-2252 

www.puppytravelers.com 
 

*Over 15 years of transportation experience* 
*Friendly office staff* 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
417-451-2252 

www.puppytravelers.com 
 

*Over 15 years of transportation experience* 
*Friendly office staff* 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
417-451-2252 

www.puppytravelers.com 
 

*Over 15 years of transportation experience* 
*Friendly office staff* 

 
 
 
 
 



ICAW Newsletter • 2020 • Page 17

Everything you love about
Purina® Pro Plan® Veterinary Supplements

FortiFlora®, in an easy-to-feed tablet. 
ORDER TODAY ON PROPLANVETDIRECT.COM.

ALSO AVAILABLE AT PET SPECIALTY RETAILERS AND YOUR VETERINARIAN.

* Kynetec, Probiotic Recommendation Study, March 2019. Purina trademarks are owned by Société des Produits Nestlé S.A.

COMING FEBRUARY 2020

NEW CHEWABLE 
TABLET!

AVAILABLE IN 45-COUNT
AND 90-COUNT

1PROBIOTIC
BRAND RECOMMENDED
BY VETERINARIANS*

#

DIETARY MANAGEMENT
OF PUPPIES AND DOGS

WITH DIARRHEA

PROMOTES
A STRONG

IMMUNE SYSTEM
EASY TO FEED

060646

Breeder

FortiFlora Tablet Ad

8-1/2" x 11"

01.21.2020

jessica.shatto@purina.nestle.com
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Greetings from the ER Team,

   2019 is history and the future year of 2020 stretches out 
before us. While we do not know what the year holds for the 
dog-breeding industry, we hope that we can continue caring for 
and loving the animals in our care. This year will mark the 2nd 
year that we serve on the Emergency Response Team. The ER 
Team was put into place so we can responsibly protect our 
animals. We all know that fires, flood, tornadoes, and 
other disasters can happen with little or no notice. If 
we have a plan, we can respond rapidly. We have 
crates of different sizes distributed across the state. 
We have notified our fire and police chiefs as 
well as our county officials. Veterinarians are on 
stand-by to help with the rescue, should anything 
happen. Our plan is to arrive at the scene, and safe-
ly and quickly move the animals to a safe location. 
Please post a Safety Plan and Escape route in your 
kennel, along with contact information regarding your 
local ER Team member and your attending veterinarian. 
    The winter months are here. For us, the winter tends to feel 
long, though with above average temps we have no reason to 
complain! We kept a puppy from an August litter, bringing 
our dachshund family count to 7 girls and 1 boy. Currently, we 
have 11 puppies in the kennel, making chore time a little longer 
but also a lot more fun. We are reminded again what a family 

oriented business this is! In our November 7th litter of 5 dachshund 
puppies, we had a tiny runt. Weighing 6 oz at birth, he weighed only 
8 oz at 3 weeks old. I supplemented with formula and PuppyLyte, 
kept the bigger puppies out till he ate his fill, and did everything 
I could to keep the puppy alive. We have a rule in our kennel: No 
playing with puppies until their eyes open! Our three year old 
daughter keeps a close eye on the puppies and as soon as one is 

“peeking” they are played with, loved on, and socialized to 
the fullest extent! She discovered Peanut had his eyes 

opened. From that day on, Peanut grew on love. She 
wrapped him in blankets, rocked him, pushed him 
in the swing, and baby-talked to him as he grew. 
Today he is a two and a half pound puppy with a 
perfect bill of health from the vet, and he will go 
to his new home in Michigan in two weeks. Never 
under-estimate what a little love can do for your 

dogs and puppies! A few treats, a new chew-toy, and 
a belly rub can make a huge difference in the atmos-

phere of your kennel!
    In this new year of 2020, let’s resolve to truly love the animals 

in our care. Raising happy and healthy puppies for their new fami-
lies can be a wonderful experience if we do it in love!” You will find 
as you look back upon your life that the moments when you truly 
lived are the moments that you truly loved!”
                                                                                                                
Blessings: Caleb & Kathleen Ramer

VACCINES | MICROCHIPS | DISINFECTANTS | KENNEL SUPPLIES | VET SUPPLIES | GROOMING | PHARMACY

Call Lambert Vet Supply Today
for all Pet Products & Kennel Supplies!

Excellent Service & True Value & Genuine Knowledge
are Proven Tools for Business Success!

800-344-6337  |  LambertVetSupply.com  |  180 S. Business 49, Neosho, Missouri

Lambert Vet Supply
Pet Products & Kennel Supplies!

Call Now!
800-344-6337
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Greetings to all from southern Indiana,

   We are fast approaching the end of 2019, seems the older I get the faster time goes and the less time I have to 
get everything accomplished that I have planned. I guess I need to learn how to be more efficient with my time. 
Do we all have our goals set for the new year in our kennels? This industry seems to be ever changing and always 
moving forward trying to keep up with the demands of the end consumer. We all have to stick together and keep 
improving our kennels and quality of our breeding stock and keep moving forward doing all that we can to 
improve. I think when we start doing nothing we will get caught by activists and get put out of business or it will 
just keep getting more and more challenging to find homes for our puppies when they have better kennels or 
facilities to buy from. Challenge for us all in 2020 (me for the first) lets see what all we can improve in our kennels 
and for the well being of our dogs this year. 
   We had our annual winter chapter meeting and KMA election on November 22. Jeff Graber’s term was up 
(thanks for all your time you put in it Jeff) Melvin Knepp was elected as the new KMA member, I’m sure he will 
do a good job as well. Bobby Schmidt from Eukanuba sponsored the meal and spoke a few minutes on Eukanuba 
feed. Next USDA introduced our new and 3rd inspector for the southern Indiana. Last we had JR Harper with VR 
Kennels and he spoke on marketing and what sells your puppy, he has had lots of experience dealing with the 
end consumer when he owned his pet store and knows what they want to see. He had lots of advice and thoughts 
on what to improve on in our kennels. I thought it was a very interesting evening. Some of the local board went 
to the winter board meeting at Jerry Lambrights on Nov 30 (thanks Jerry). Darrin had a full agenda and it was a 
interesting day to hear his goals for ICAW in 2020. 
   Here in our kennel we have been busy so far this winter taking care of puppies and doing all the daily chores 
and of course there is always something to repair or clean. We are looking forward to see what 2020 will bring 
and try harder to meet my goals and one of those goals is try to be a better example to those around me and 
have a closer walk with God.
                                                                      Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all,
                                                                             Marty, Lena & Anna, Austin, Adam

                    2020 Southern Chapter Board Positions

Chapter President

Marty Wagler PH:812-687-7153

Vice President

Kevin Wagler PH:812-486-2763

KMA  

Lavern Eicher PH:812-709-8717

Jerome Stoll PH:812-687-7758

Melvin Knepp PH:812-787-2321

Rehoming Team

Jerome Stoll PH:812-687-7758

Kenny Wagler PH: 812-687-7316

Emergency Response

Marvin Stoll PH:812-486-6441

Seminar Committee

Willis Graber PH:812-295-2415
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Did you know 
some of the most 
common pet  
health problems  
are preventable? 

Intellectuals solve problems, 
geniuses prevent them.

Albert Einstein
“ “

Sure, you could treat the 
problems as they crop up. But 
think of how much healthier 
your pets would be if you 
could prevent them in the first 
place. That's working smarter, 
not harder and it's the stuff 
geniuses are made of. 

Learn more at RevivalAnimal.com/Prevention

Parvo
Giardia
Puppy Loss

Prevente
d
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FeaturedVeterinarian
Dr. Mason, DVM

   From Southwest Indiana Amish Country, 
where the women are strong, the men 
are handsome, and all the children 
are way above average, comes a few 
thoughts that I have put to paper that 
might help professional dog breeders 
raise healthier puppies that will bring joy 
to the public consumer that gets them.

    Canine Infections Respiratory Disease 
(CIRD) seems to be a scourge in our area. 
This is a complex disease because there 
are so many factors that contribute to 
the potentially catastrophic results. I will 
attempt to make sense of the various viruses 
and bacterial agents that cause CIRD.

                   Viral Pathogens:
• Respiratory Corona Virus
• Influenza Virus
• Herpes Virus
• Parainfluenza Virus
• Adeno Virus – 2
• Distemper Virus
• Bacterial Pathogens:
• Mycoplasma
• Bordetella
• Streptococcus Zooepidemicus
• Chlamydophila

    As you can see there 
are many pathogens that 
are involved with CIRD.
There can be many different 
c o m b i n a t i o n s of these 
organisms and 
the signs and 
symptoms that 
we see are 

numerous. The incubation period for 
these organisms occurs as preclinical 
shedding about a week before any sign 
of infection can be detected and these 
animals are contagious before you 
can see any clinical sign of infection.
If that isn’t enough, these organisms 
can be shed in respiratory secretions 
for 7 to 14 days. Lots of other dogs are 
exposed to these organisms if the sick 
pups are not isolated. The viruses do 
not establish persistent infection if the 
pups survive, but the bacterial infections 
can stay in the dog for weeks or months 
and expose other dogs in the kennel. 
Mycoplasma can survive for weeks 
or months outside the dog and cause 
problems without proper kennel cleaning. 
Many of the pathogens by themselves 
may cause only mild symptoms, but 
when combined with other pathogens 
can cause life threatening disease.

                       Viral Pathogens:
    Canine Respiratory Coronavirus: This 
virus is antigenically distinct from the 
enteric form of Coronavirus. It was first 
implicated as a cause of CIRD in Europe 
in 2003. It has been demonstrated 
to occur in as many 50% of the 

dogs. By 
itself, it 

causes a self-limiting tracheobronchitis that 
can lead to secondary bacterial infections. 
    Canine Influenza Virus: This virus was 
first described in 2004. It initially started 
in the horse population. It can lead to a 
severe hemorrhagic pneumonia with 
a relatively high mortality. We haven’t 
had any confirmed cases of this virus 
in any of the dogs we have tested.
   Canine Herpes Virus: This virus first 
described in 1965 is responsible for 
fatal hemorrhagic disease in newborn 
puppies. The virus can live in adult 
dogs for life and be reactivated 
when dogs are severely stressed.
  Canine Parainfluenza Virus: Routine 
vaccination has cut back on the 
impact of this virus. Symptoms occur 
2 to 8 days post infection and signs 
are a deep cough, watery nasal 
discharge that can lead to pneumonia.
  Canine Adenovirus Type 2: This 
virus was first identified in 1961. 
Signs usually include a fever, deep 
dry cough, watery nasal discharge, 
and pharyngitis, vaccinations have 
diminished the prevalence of this disease.
   Canine Distemper Virus: This virus 
affects a wide range of animals, but the 
dog is the principal animal affected. This 
disease leads to respiratory infection 
followed by neurological, ocular and
skin lesions. Vaccination has greatly 

reduced the presence 
of this disease.
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                 Bacterial Pathogens
     Mycoplasma: These are very small cells 
that can self-replicate outside the body. 
There are at least 15 different species 
of Mycoplasma. This is a relatively mild 
disease when it occurs by itself, but when 
combined with other of the listed bacteria, 
it can cause life threatening disease.
 Bordetella bronchioseptica: This 
organism can be spread by indirect 
contact (i.e. contaminated bedding or 
water) or direct exposures (i.e. coughing 
or sneezing). A sneezing dog can 
spread the aerosol spray up to 20 feet.
  Streptococcus equi: This organism can be 
found in the respiratory tract of healthy 
dogs, but when combined with other 
bacteria listed above, it can be responsible 
for severe respiratory infection and be 
fatal to pups by causing fatal hemorrhagic 
pneumonia. Pups may be found dead in 
the morning after showing absolutely 
no signs of infection the day before.
 Chlamydophila: Little has been 
written about this organism, but 
it has been found in tracheal and 
lung samples in pups with CIRD.

                          Diagnosis
CIRD is so complex that finding an exact 
diagnosis is frustrating and mostly 
unrewarding. Testing is expensive. Money 
spent on antibiotics and good cleaning 
supplies will often be more rewarding.
                          Treatments
  There is no drug of choice for treating 
CIRD. I maintain the best treatment is a 
good prevention program. As most of you 
know, viruses don’t persist for a long time 
in the environment, except Parvo Virus, 
and this paper is about CIRD; so a good 
vaccination program for the adult dogs 
is a must. There are several vaccination 
programs to choose from, I even have 
my own. The philosophy behind a good 
vaccination program is to equip the 
mother dog with the best high-powered 
colostrum possible and get it in those 
puppies as quick as you can after whelping. 
This is called passive immunity and can last 
as long as 12 to 14 weeks in the puppy’s 
body. This immunity can kill almost 
any vaccination if the level of passive 
immunity protection is high enough in the 
pup to neutralize the vaccine. Without 
getting into a long explanation about 
this, most immunity begins to wane at 

about 6 weeks of age and that time is 
dependent on how much colostrum that 
puppy got at birth. Vaccination of puppies 
should begin at 5 to 6 weeks of age and 
continue every 2 weeks until that puppy 
reaches 14 to 16 weeks old. Antibiotics 
do absolutely nothing to treat any viral 
diseases. Antibiotics are given to treat the 
opportunistic bacteria that are described 
in the above paragraphs. My rule for 
treating pups is to treat them for 3 days 
past the time you see no nasal discharge. 
Antibiotic combinations are always a 
challenge and almost always changing.
Cleaning and disinfection are essential. 
Clorox is still very good at ½ cup per 
gallon of water. Don’t put animals 
back in runs or cages until they are 
dry. Keep humidity down in kennel. 

Conclusion
There are very few hard and fast rules 
that work all the time. Common sense is a 
must and lastly and most very importantly 
is to not forget that your women are 
strong, your men are handsome, and 
your kids are way above average.

                                         Dr. Mason
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www.lagrangevetclinic.com
260-463-2157

Hilary Christner, DVM

Rodney Bauermeister, DVM  

J.Q. Robinson, DVM

LaGrange
VETERINARY CLINIC

1005 N. Detroit LaGrange, IN 46761

Small Animal Medicine and Surgery

Large Animal Farm Call Services

Equine Reproduction and Medical Services

Puppy diarrhea got you feeling down? 
Happy Dog Plus Powder to the Rescue!   

Has been consistently proven to help in these situations: 

• Diarrhea caused from Giardia and Coccidia symptoms 

• Digestive recovery from worming and/or vaccines 

• Travel or transition stress / Immune Booster 

Call 800-990-9926 to find a dealer near you!             8868 N 650 E, Odon IN  47562 

Contains probiotics, prebiotics   
and an effective toxin binder. 
Mix in water to form a paste   
that’s easy to give, and most                

puppies love the taste!   
Can also be sprinkled on top of  
food  for older puppies or adult 

dogs.   2 lb. or 5 lb. available 
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For more informa�on: 
Please contact Dr. Ben Hatler: 

1.877.636.8324 
Fax: 731.364.5860 

Email: ben@neotechvaccines.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Summary of CPV antibody levels* 

average pre vaccination 
maternal antibody level  

522** 

range of pre vaccination 
maternal antibody level 

32 to 3,162 

frequency of vaccine 
induced antibody 

47 of 52 (90%) 

range of positive vaccine 
induced antibody level 

2,138 to 1,000,000 

average positive vaccine 
induced antibody level 

43,989 

* CPV an�body levels are reported as the dilu�on of 
serum  that neutralizes CPV in a constant virus-varying 
serum assay.  
** Studies indicate that a maternal an�body of 20 
prevents conven�onal vaccines from inducing a posi�ve 
CPV an�body response 

 

NEOTECH, LLC is a United States Department of Agriculture licensed veterinary vaccine manufacturer that strictly adheres to the core vaccine 
principle endorsed by veterinarians, scien�sts, and dog enthusiasts. 

NEOTECH, LLC’s philosophy towards vaccina�on of dogs is simple.  Avoid over-vaccina�on of dogs by only using simple and potent vaccines.

NEOTECH, LLC has a 40 year history of enhancing animal well-being and helping animals live quality lives.

NEOTECH, LLC’s NEOPAR® is a single an�gen vaccine.  It has proven superior protec�on and less likely to produce a reac�on than complex 
combina�on vaccines.

®

Percentage of 3 week old puppies with a 
posi�ve vaccine induced CPV an�body 

response to one dose of NEOPAR

Posi�ve vaccine induced CPV an�body response

No vaccine induced CPV an�body response

10%

90%

In our study, fi�y-two 3 week old puppies (18 to 21 days of age) were administered a 1cc dose of NEOPAR®.  Prior to 
vaccina�on a blood sample taken from each of the 52 puppies indicated pre-exis�ng CPV (canine parvovirus) maternal 
an�bodies were present (range: 32 to 3,162; average of 522).  Independent researchers have reported that a CPV maternal 
an�body �ter of 20 or higher can block conven�onal vaccines from s�mula�ng protec�on.  Fourteen days a�er vaccina�on 
(at five weeks of age) a second blood sample was collected to determine the level of vaccine induced CPV an�body.  Ninety 
percent of the puppies had a posi�ve vaccine induced CPV an�body response to only one dose of NEOPAR®.  A posi�ve 
vaccine induced CPV an�body response is defined as having at least a 4 fold increase in the an�body level between the 
before and the 14 day post vaccina�on blood sample. 

Yes, even in the presence of high maternal an�bodies, 
NEOPAR® induced a high protec�ve level of CPV an�bodies 

against the #1 viral disease of puppies.

Will NEOPAR® (canine parvovirus vaccine) 
override maternal an�bodies in young puppies?

N

T NEOTECH, LLC
Core vaccines for the life of your pet.

h�ps://neotechvaccines.com

MADE IN THE USA M
ADE IN

 THE U
SA
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Greetings to all in ICAW land,
 
   My thoughts go back to January 
2017, when we got together and 
started the rehoming program. 
Then I think about where we are 
today and how we got here and 
where are we going from here. 
Some of us know it’s been up and 
down some but for the most it’s 
been fairly good, thanks to you 
breeders that did your homework 
right, got those dogs prepped 
and ready for their new home. 
That being said, doesn’t mean we 
don’t have problems, or we don’t 
have some things to work on.

   In 2019 we have some amazing 
numbers compared to 2018 or 
2017. In the 2019 ICAW seminar we 
were talking well over 400 dogs 
that were rehomed. That was 
from January 1st to September 
21st and we thought that’s just 
amazing. Folks it gets better yet, 

I just got all the numbers in for 
2019, who would have thought 
when we first started talking 
about rehoming and all that 
goes with it in 3 years we would 
have rehomed 1000 dogs. That 
is amazing now, let’s not get 
over excited and get too carried 
away because that didn’t just 
happen without a reason or a 
lot of hard work for breeders 
that cared about their dogs.

   Now I’d like to talk about 
some of the things that our 
rehoming ladies talk about, and 
I’m talking about feed-back, 
from the dogs that are in their 
new homes, or what they see 
and what they like and don’t 
like in the dogs they are getting. 

   There are 4 things that I see we 
need to work on. The first is to 
socialize and the 2nd is socialize 
and the 3rd is SOCIALIZE. The 4th 

is cleanliness. 
If you look up 
socialize in the 
dictionary its 
meaning is: to 
convert from 
an anti-social 
to a social 
attitude; to 
make friendly, 
cooperat i ve 
and sociable. 
Sounds simple- 
right? But how 
come that is 
the first thing 
they talk 
about when I 
call them and 
ask them how 
it is going 

and what they think we 
should be working on. 

 I feel as professional Dog 
Breeders we need the same mind 
set to rehome our dogs, that we 
have to sell our cute puppies. 
How many of us breeders 
would still be in business if 
our puppies were so shy the 
customer couldn’t pick them up, 
they would just run away, or the 
customer would pick it up and 
start to cuddle and talk to it and 
then turn up their nose and say 
pee-yew, you stink!!! Something 
to talk about. This is an area we 
need to work on. Let’s get our 
adult dogs ready so that we 
would take them on our buggy 
or sit in on our recliner with 
them on our lap, or on our living 
room carpet. Let’s remember, 
we didn’t get to where we are 
today by being slob Breeders.

   We can’t hide what or who we 
are, sooner or later it’ll come out.

   These are some of our own duties 
and responsibilities that go with 
being professional Dog Breeders.
   Warren Buffett, a very rich 
and successful businessman, 
was talking on business and 
doing what’s right, he said
“When the tide goes out you find 
out who really has a swimsuit on.”
   Andre Malraux said
“Man is not what he thinks 
he is, he is what he hides.”

     Thanks again for all you breeders 
do to make this a successful 2019

 	 DeVon	Troyer
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11950 W 400 S Millersburg, IN 46543
Phone 574-642-0289 * Fax 574-642-0287

Email: estraightlinesales@gmail.com
Hours: Monday-Friday 7 am- 4p.m

Closed Saturdays and Sundays

Call Us for a Free Estimate
on Your Next Kennel Job

We Specialize in Custom Designed Kennel Systems.

Your Imagination is the Limit!
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    reetings across the state,
 
   On November 30,2019 we 
had our annual ICAW Winter 

Board Meeting held at Jerry Lambright 
place. A very interesting day with all 
the Board members present, most of 
the KMA chairmans and several other 
guests. Dr.Marsh from Board of Animal 
Health and also Pat Keith from USDA 
were there. It is an honor to usually 
have them attend this winter Board 
meeting and talk to us about different 
things happening in the industry.
   Dr.Marsh talked about how 2019 was 
a year with a high number reported 
Brucellosis. He encouraged us 
to work together and trying 
to control this issue. 
Prevention is the key, 
always, always test new 
Breeding Stock or any other 
dogs that are coming in 
your kennel. It has 

happened far too many 
times that being careless in 
this testing, has ended up costing 
the breeder thousands of dollars. 
If you at all suspect that you have 
a positive Brucellosis, immediately 
contact your chapter President. 
Please do not stay quiet about this. 
Quarantine your kennel. Do not let 
other people in your kennel, the 

danger of spreading the disease is too 
high. I believe, like Dr. Marsh said, “If 
we all help each other on this issue 
we will be better able to control it.”
   He also talked about the dangers of 
undercover people. Animal Rights (AR) 
coming in as an undercover person with 
hidden video cameras are becoming 
more popular. He advised us to use 
caution on who we talk to and give 
permission to walk through our kennel. 
   And last but not least, he strongly 
encouraged us to have an ongoing 
relationship with our legislators. It 
is extremely important that if we 
want to have future in this industry, 

we need to stay connected.
   Pat Keith talked about how 
they as USDA appreciate 
everything us breeders 

are doing. They are seeing 
huge strides of improvements 
of breeders wanting to do the 

above and beyond. They 
very much appreciate that. 

(Thanks to each one of 
you for the awesome job 
you’re doing) He also 
talked how Dr. Susan 
Kingston, our USDA 
Supervisor has officially 

stepped up to a higher 
position. Her position 

as supervisor is in hiring 
right now. Dr. Kingston 

will be greatly missed, 
she did an awesome job.

  
     Another thing that ICAW 
is working on is trying to start a 
relationship with our fellow Show 

Breeders. There is a State organization 
called Indiana Purebred Dog Alliance, 
which consists of Show Breeders, we 
had several meetings with a couple of 
people who are on Board. They are 
very excited on the outcome of this. 
Both, they and us see the importance of 
us all working together. They are in the 
same shoes as we are when it comes 
to the AR people. They are getting the 
same pressure as us. The more we 
work together, the stronger we are. 
   On Friday December 20, a bill was 
passed on a Federal level consisting 
of our USDA Inspection Reports., 
will be made available to the public 
again. This is very concerning to us. 
Approximately 3-4 years ago we made 
a request to USDA asking if they could 
make it that our inspection reports 
would not be available to the public. 
They were able to accomplish that 
and since then our reports were only 
available through a FOYA request. 
USDA has been in lawsuits by the A.R. 
People since then. And now all of a 
sudden this bill got passed containing 
that our reports will be put back up 
again. We are working on that issue, 
right now it is not looking very good 
that it will get changed. My advice to all 
breeders is just keep doing what you’re 
doing. Be extra careful. There will be 
no room for error. We will try and keep 
you posted on his as we move forward.
   
   Also we wanted to mention, Dr. 
Candare Croney from Purdue 
University has gotten the Purdue 
Standards, known as the “Canine Care 
Certified,” back on track again. They 

G
Thoughts......

From Past Presidents
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are now currently taking on breeders 
to become Canine Care Certified. I am 
very excited about this. We are actually 
in the process here at our kennel. I 
would ask each and everyone of you to 
deeply consider this. I strongly believe 
that this will be the lifeline in the future. 
Dr. Candace Croney has bent over 
backwards to pull this back on track 
again, and right now they really need 
breeder participation to keep this from 
failing. My question is, Do we care less 
about this program? Do we care less 
about the future?  Do we care less 
if this fails? If we do care about this 
program, about the future, about not 
letting this fail, we will need to make 
this happen. Right now it is at the point 
that Candace has done everything she 
can and the rest is up to us breeders.
  
    If we do not do anything about this, it 
will fail. My plea to all of you is, please 
lets make it happen! Lets not let it fail! 
I strongly believe if we can make this 
a success, if anything happens in the 
future as far as legislative concerning 
us breeders at the State house, 
Purdue will be at our side. If we are 

a Canine Care Certified breeder, that 
is taking a ton of ammunition away 
from the AR people. I realize a lot of 
you probably have negative thoughts 
about this, because what happened 
when this first came out, and I do not 
blame you. Dr. Candace and her team 
realize and openly admit that they 
made some mistakes and went about 
it the wrong way. Could you not give 
them a second chance since they are 
asking for it? Again, I ask each one of 
you to really give this some thought. 
Are we concerned about the future?

   If you are at all interested, contact 
your chapter President for more info. 
The process is fairly simple, other 
than filling out some paperwork, 
it is just a matter of contacting the 
auditing company and scheduling an 
appointment to have them come out 
and look at your kennel. The only 
cost involved is the auditing company. 
Dr. Candace Croney is not charging 
anything at all. If you can team up 
with a fellow breeder not too far from 
y o u , to do the audit the same 
day, you can split that 

cost  in half. I wish 
you the best as you 

think over this important decision. 
I have full confidence in you!

   Some of you may be wondering, 
why do we need this? We have 
USDA and BOAH, why do we need 
somebody else in our kennel. I’ll try 
to explain....”Canine Care Certified” 
is a third party certification. What 
is a third party certification? You as 
the kennel owner are the first party 
certification, you are in your kennel 
everyday doing your everyday chores, 
etc. USDA and BOAH are the second 
party certification. They are somebody 
who is involved in our industry, they 
have invested interest in the well 
being of our kennel. A third party does 
not use enforcement to make us do 
this or that. And what I mean by that 
is, it is not law that we have to be a 
third party certified. Again, a third 
party is someone who has an invested 
interest in our kennel, and that is why 
third party holds so much creditability. 

    If we are operating under these 
third standards, but it’s not law that 
we have to, how much value is that? 
Think about it. If we are third party 
certificated, that will hold a lot of clout 
when something happens and we 
need to go to the State House. As far 
as the future, I see that coming, it won’t 
be long until third party will be a MUST 
HAVE lifeline. The AR people will not 
give up. We have a choice to make. 
Do we want these Purdue Standards 
to succeed, or do we want them to 
fail? Think about the consequences on 
both sides. We have our part to do if 
we want them to succeed. I will close 
off here wishing you the best. May God 
bless each and everyone of you as we 
all work together and strive to raise the 
bar... Also if you have any questions 
or concerns concerning this matter, 
feel free to contact me, 765-874-1197
     
                       Best Regards,

                Stephen Stoltzfus 
          Past President
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 Greetings to everyone from East Central Indiana. I hope this finds everyone 
doing well! We had a good year in our kennel. In November we had the ICAW Board 
Meeting in Northern Indiana with someone being there from BOAH and USDA. I feel we have much to be 
thankful for, that we can get together and talk about their goals and concerns that they have. As time goes on I 
realize there were people that worked hard to get it where it is now.
 
 A big thank you to those of you that spent time and money so that we have what we do today. Our 
KMA system is a big help to keep us and our USDA and BOAH people connected and helping to understand 
each other. So my wish is to continue to help one another to keep and appreciate what we have and strive to 
improve our ways in our own kennel. 

 Until the year 2020 rolls around all our adult female dogs are dogs that we raised, which will make our 
rehoming project easier. But we realize that we could improve a  list in doing more basic training. That is our 
goal for the coming year.
 
      Wishing you all a blessed year!
        Paul and Liz King

ICAW Advertising Rates:
For a single newsletter or Conference Book:

For a Full Year ad in the Newsletter:

Combination Rates:

If you wish to advertise, please contact
Gold Star Printing • 260-768-7920

• Full Page.…......……...8” x 10”………..…………$300
• ½ Page………....……….5” x 8”….……..………...$150
• ¼ Page…………….…4” x 4”…………..……….$125
• Business Card…....…..2” x 3.5”………..………….$50

• Full page…………….8” x 10”……………..……$900
• ½ Page……………….5” x 8”…………………….$550
• ¼ Page……………….4” x 4”…………………….$450
• Business Card…......….2” x 3.5”…………...….…….$15

• 4 – full page Newsletter ad + Full page Conference Book ad…..$1100 ($1200 value)
• 4 – ½ page Newsletter ad + ½ page Conference Book ad………..$650 ($700 value
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So-Called “Puppy Mills” Are Not All
As Bad As We Think, Pioneering 

Research Suggests
FACE OFFS

Kim Kavin / August 23,2019 12 MINUTE READ

New research challenges the popular notion that all commercial breeding kennels inhumane. (sommal/Adobe Stock)

    DR. CANDACE CRONEY joined 
the factually at Purdue University in 
2011, thinking her job would focus on 
the welfare of livestock and poultry in 
Indiana. With bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctoral degrees in animal sciences, 
her work until now had centered on 
sheep, cattle, and pigs. She even 
has the esteemed animal behaviorist 
Temple Grandin help shape her master’s 
research project.
   Then came an email from a new 
colleague asking Croney to discuss 
animal welfare with some of Indiana’s 
commercial dog breeders quantities of 
puppies for sale in pet stores. 
   “I didn’t even know the term commer-
cial breeders,” Croney says. “I’d heard 
the term ‘puppy millers.’ That’s pretty 
much what I knew.
She went to the first few kennels 
and braced herself for an upsetting 
experience. She’s a dog lover who has 
fostered shelter mutts and owned one, 
and she’d seen the stories: large-scale 
breeders being called cruel and evil, 
lawmakers trying to ban the sale of 
commercially bred puppies, and constant 

encouragement to rescue a dog instead of 
paying into a greedy, heartless “puppy mill” industry.

   But when she got to the kennels, she was surprised. While she encountered a number of things she didn’t like about 
the infrastructure at the older facilities- a lack of ventilation, a lot of noise, bad smells- most of the dogs themselves were 
clean. The majority didn’t have physical problems. No open sores. No battered bodies. Nothing like what she’d seen 
online. But still, the way the dogs acted gave her a pause.
  “Things were, in many regards, better  then I thought  they would be,” Croney says. “Google told me the dogs would be 
physically a mess, and they weren’t, but behaviorally, things were jumping out to me.”
   While she did note that some of the breeders had play yards for their pups, a number of the dogs feared new people 
and things like leashes because they hadn’t been exposed to them. Some of the dogs also seemed to lack adequate 
toys, activities, and games to keep them mentally and physically stimulated.
   But she was there strictly as a representative of the university to ask questions and offer feedback, no more or less. 
A few times, she says, she felt like the breeders wanted her to endorse what they were doing, “and I immediately got 
my back up about that. I did not want my name used to candidate things that I could tell I didn’t agree with. It was 
uncomfortable from that perspective.
   After sharing the animal-welfare information her colleague had requested Croney figured that was that. She never 
expected to be in a commercial kennel again. But six months later, her phone rang. Some of the people she’d met were 
involved in legislative lobbying, and they were trying to write welfare standards for Indiana’s commercial breeders to 
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www.k9masterclass.us 

 Conformation Dog Shows
 Agility, Obedience, and Working Dog Events
 Beautiful 8 1/2 x 11 inch frameable certificates
 Toll Free friendly customer service line
 Lifetime Lost & Found Tag FREE Replacements*
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 Lifetime Ask-A-Trainers Services
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As a professional breeder, ACA now increases your profits... and at the 
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any other registry in America! 
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giving all of your ACA or ICA puppies Lifetime Microchip 
Lost & Found protection for the life of their dog 24/7.   

ACA’s MARRS Microchip is a participating partner with the 
American Animal Hospital Association, North America’s 
primary information database for all microchip companies.  
Read more at: www.AAHA.org  www.marrsmicrochip.com 

Master Dog Trainer Scott Donald’s SOX method is based  
entirely on understanding how a dog thinks and is based on 
training in a respectful, non confronting way. 
The K9 Mater Class system avoids short term solutions such 
as treats and rewards and is instead based on building a  
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     For more complete details please call: 
1-800-651-8332

Both the American Canine Association 
(ACA) and the International Canine    
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improving the genetic health of canines 
by providing congenital and hereditary 
health tracking for the life of your dog. 
Learn more about all of the wonderful 
services at:  www.acainfo.com 

For you—your benefits include:   Free Breeding Stock Registration 
 Free Litter Registration
 Free ICAR certified Mini Microchips
 Free Lifetime Microchips Registration

For your customers—they will receive these wonderful services: 
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follow.
    In the continuing battle over what 
is, and is not, a “puppy mill,” they 
wanted somebody with a strong 
research background to set a 
baseline standard, somebody who 
would actually bring objectivity to 
the breeder-activist conflict without 
being on one side or another.

  In other words, they wanted  
Croney’s help to figure out not only 
appropriate enclosure sizes, but also 
requirements for socialization and 
enrichment activities-stimulation she 
knew the dogs desperately needed.
“I thought, crap, how am I not 
going to help?” she recalls. “And 
they said, “Well how long will it 
take? A couple weeks? A month?”

  Six years later, Croney’s research 
remains ongoing. It has become 
the first of its kind in the world-and 
it’s challenging our understanding 
of how dog breeding is being 
done, and how it could and should 
be done for years to come.

   Americans have been breeding pet 
dogs in large-scale kennels since 
World War II. The federal standard 
that regulates those kennels in the 
Animal Welfare Act, which President 
Johnson signed into law in 1966. 
Back then, people thought it was 
OK to treat dogs a lot differently 
than they do today. The law has 
been updated, but it still allows a 
dog the size of a Beagle to be kept 
in a cage the size of a dishwasher 
all day, everyday because for some 

dogs, when the law was written, 
having a cage that size meant an 
improvement in living conditions.
        Countless commercial breeders, 
who are regularly inspected under 
the Animal Welfare Act, have 
long believed that as long as they 
followed the law, they were doing 
things right. And they’ve seen sales 

for their puppies go up and 
up over the years. About 38 
percent of U.S. households 
now own one or more 
dogs, the highest rate since 
the American Veterinary 
Medical Association 
began measuring 
the statistic in 1982.
  Consumers now demand 
eight million dogs per 
year, which has reinforced 
breeders’ beliefs that 
despite what activist shout 
at protest, the breeders are 
actually running businesses 
the public supports. As 

one Ohio commercial breeder-long 
decried by activists s a “puppy mill” 
owner-told The Washington Post 
in 2016, “This is a customer-driven 
industry. If we weren’t satisfying 
the customer, we’d starve to death. 
I’ve never seen prices like the ones 
we’re seeing now, in my whole world.

 That breeder, though, is 
also among leading industry voices 
who say they understand that public 
perception of what’s acceptable and 
what’s not in a breeding kennel has 
changed. Regardless of what the 
laws are, they say, kennels must  
change along with public’s wishes if 
the commercial breeding industry is 
going to survive. The question is how, 
exactly, to move from the past to the 
future, at a time when demands for 
change have reached a fever pitch.

 “The Animal Welfare Act, 
that was gospel. It meant you were 
taking care of dogs,” says Bob 
Vetere, former head of the American 
Pet Products Association and now 
chairman of the Pet Leadership 
Counsel. “That was, what, 40 years 
ago? Things have evolved. People 
understand much more since then-

Croney’s research
has become the first
of its kind in the world
- and it’s challenging 
our understanding of
how dog breeding is
being done.

and back then, there were maybe 
20 million dogs in the country. 
Now, there’s 90 million. It’s that 
dramatic. People love their dogs, 
and everybody is going to get one.”

 Vetere became an early 
supporter of Croney’s research , 
which, unbelievably, became the first 
ever to focus on what it actually means 
to run a good commercial breeding 
kennel. At the start of her research, 
Croney found that the scientific 
literature underpinning many 
existing laws and opinions were not 
just lacking, but outright nonexistent. 
   “We kept finding it over and over,” 
she says of the literature gaps, 
citing common but uninformed 
beliefs about the appropriate 
kennel size as just one example. “I 
can’t find any research about how 
much space they’re supposed to 
have. People said, ‘Yeah, we had 
a meeting and a bunch of people 
make some recommendations.”
  She started filling in the research 
gaps with her team at Purdue, building 
relationships with dog breeders until 
she had more than 100 kennels letting 
her methodically figure out what 
was actually working for the dogs.

Other  industry players soon 
took notice. One was Ed Sayres, 
who had served as CEO of the 
ASPCA for nearly a decade before 
turning his attention to  lobbying 
efforts regarding the “puppy mill” 
issue. He recognized that what 
Croney was doing for commercial 
breeding mirrored the early work 
researchers started a half-century 
ago in the effort that led to better 
shelters all across America today.

 “The measurable successes 
in animal welfare over the past 50 
years began from the foundation in 
science,” Sayers says. “Weather 
it was the transition to more 
humane euthanasia methods or 
how to manage dog and cat over 
population, we found success 
from rigorous examination of 
facts and emerging science.”

 Sayres, Vetere, and others 
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began pushing for the industry to 
support Croney’s work, moving 
the goal posts beyond Indiana 
to the entire United States.
 “If you don’t have 
commercial breeding, you have 
people importing dogs from 
overseas with no restrictions, 

or farming in their backyards to 
make money,” Vetere says. “You 
need commercial breeders with 
standards -and that’s what Candace 
is trying to create, those standards.

 Croney ended up with a 
$900,000 grant from three industry 
organizations: the World Pet 
Association, Pet Food Institute, 
and the Pet Industry Joint  Advisory 
Council. With their support, she 
created a nationwide program called 
Canine Care Certified, like a Good 
Housekeeping Seal of Approval for 
a kennel. The program focuses on 
outcome-based standards, meaning 
she looks at what the dogs tell her 
about how well they are doing 
through their health and behavior. 

For the most part, beyond baseline 
requirements, the dog program lets 
a breeder achieve those goals in 
whatever ways work for the dogs.

 The approach is different 
from many legislative efforts, with 
laws stating a cage must be made 

three feet larger to be considered 
humane. Instead, Croney walks 
through kennels with breeders 
and points out, for instance, which 
puppies in a litter seem to be shy 
or fearful, and then teaches the 
breeders how to give those puppies 
better socialization. She helps the 
breeders find ways to introduce dogs 
to strangers and objects 
like umbrellas that may 
not be part of regular 
kennel life, but will need to 
become familiar when the 
breeders understand that 
dogs need mental as well 
as physical stimulation, 
weather it comes 
from playing with balls to toys 
running up and down slides.

Dr.Croney with Theo, whom she calls “a beloved family member of our research team.” (Photo credit: Purdue University/Vincent Walter)

 The breeders can’t learn 
fast enough, Croney says, and 
she remains stunned at how 
they constantly ask for more 
information-an attitude that made 
her stop using the term “puppy 
mill” to describe them at all.

 

“Now, full disclosure: Given that all 
of these kennels had volunteered, 
the odds were that we were seeing 
a skewed population, and that is 
skewed positive,” she says. “But if 
you read what was in the media at one 
time, we shouldn’t have been able 
to buy any. We’re told that all these 
kennels are terrible. Clearly, it was 

possible to get a positive outcome.”

“ If you’re watching undercover 
videos about people treating 

animals in bad ways, I’m telling 
you,change is happening.”
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“The measurable 
successes in 

animal welfare over the 
past 50 years 
began from a 

foundation in science.”

“Not only would I get 
a dog from them, but 
would I put my dog 
there in that kennel  
temporarily? Yeah, I 

would.”

To Buy or Not to Buy?
 Today, she says, she’s 
shocked at how quickly some 
of the kennels have improved. 
Facilities that appalled her at first 
sight now have dogs greeting 

people with wagging tails.

“The most horrifying thing I learned 
was that some of these people 
weren’t doing what I’d like to see, 
not because they didn’t care or  only 
wanted money, but because nobody 
had ever told them,” she says. “As 
it turned out, they didn’t know any 
different, and no one  would help them.”
For Americans who want to know 
whether it’s OK to get a commercially 
bred puppy, Croney says she thinks 
about her own dogs. When she 
started working with the breeders, 
there were plenty of kennels that, she 
says, she would not have wanted to 
patronize. But now she’s changing her 
mind about more and more of them.

 “I’m just speaking as 
somebody who loves dogs and 
wants to make sure I’m not 
subsidizing anything inhumane or 
cruel,” she says. “Not only would 
I get a dog from them, but would 
I put my dog there in that kennel 
temporarily? Yeah, I would.”

 She says the most important 
thing for consumers to find out 
how a pup was raised, and how 
the pup’s parents were raised. As 
the most industries, commercial 
breeders run the gamut, from 
barley legal to above and beyond.
   Not everyone agrees with Croney’s 
take on the situation, or with her 
approach improving commercial 
breeding kennels. In it’s publication 

“Puppy Mills and the Animal Welfare 
Act” the Humane Society of the 
United States writes that while 
Croney’s Canine Care Certified 
program supports “common areas 
of agreement” with animal-welfare 
lobbyist, her work has been funded 

by the pet industry-suggesting 
that it’s impure- and a voluntary 
program is not enough to 
incentive breeders to improve.

 New laws, the Humane 
Society states, must be enacted 
to impose change: “Many 
commercial dog breeding 
operators will not raise their 
standards voluntarily, and even 
if they were to agree to do so it 

is not clear whether there would 
be any independent mechanism 
for enforcement or transparency 
for the public’s sake....The logical 
conclusion is that improved 
standards must be confined.”

 Croney says that type of 
attitude and long created resentment 
between breeders and animal-
welfare activist, as 
opposed to actual kennel 
improvements. Both 
sides have a point; for 
years, there have been 
examples of bottom-of-
the-barrel kennels that 
changed their ways or 
shut down any after 
regulators smacked 
them with violations, or 
after lawmakers raised 
operating standards 
in ways that required 
improvements for the 
kennels to remain legally in business.

 At the same time, though, 
powerful organizations including the 
Humane Society-which had revenue 
of more than $165 million in 2018 
alone-have routinely pushed for bans 
on stores that sell commercially bred 
puppies, and have decried “puppy 
mills” in marketing and fund-raising 
literature, without offering financial 
grants or educational programs to 
kennels that are willing to improve.

 Croney believes that the 
reflexive demonetization of all 
commercial breeders is a mistake. 
Change is more effective, she says, 
when breeders “want to do better, 
want to learn, want to grow, and you 
treat them as advocates and allies 
in doing something good for animal 
welfare, as opposed to treating 
them like they’re your enemies.”

          She adds that anyone who 
says all commercial breeders 
are “puppy mills” needs to take 
a look at the kennels she’s seen 
and the changes her work has 
brought-and is continuing to bring.

         “The ones we work with are 
working really, really hard to improve 
and open their doors so that if 
somebody wants to get a dog from 
them, they can be assured that those 
dogs were treated with a level of care 
and compassion that wasn’t there 
5 or 10 years ago, but that is there 
now and will be better in a year and 
will be much better in 5 years,”she 
says. “If you’re watching undercover 

videos about people treating 
animals in bad ways, I’m telling you, 
change is happening. It is so much 
better than people realize, and it 
continues to get even better yet.”

This article was published by Leaps Mag 
Author Kim Kavin
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11950 W 400 S Millersburg, IN 46543
Phone 574-642-0289 * Fax 574-642-0287

Email: estraightlinesales@gmail.com
Hours: Monday-Friday 7 am- 4p.m

Closed Saturdays and Sundays

Call Us for a FREE CATALOG! We Ship UPS Daily

Kennel Supplies
Dog Houses
Truck Boxes

Custom Laminating
Stainless Steel Welding

Aluminum Welding
Plastic Welding

Dog Toys
Wormers
Vaccines

Grooming Supplies
Collars & Leads

Scentlock Odor Destroyer
Straightline Air Purifiers
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11950 W 400 S Millersburg, IN 46543
Phone 574-642-0289 * Fax 574-642-0287

Email: estraightlinesales@gmail.com
Hours: Monday-Friday 7 am- 4p.m

Closed Saturdays and Sundays

Chain Link Fencing
for Play Yards

Call Us for a 
FREE CATALOG!

We Ship UPS Daily

*INSTALLATION
AVAILABLE
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PomeranianFeatured
Breed

The Pomeranian is a 
breed of dog of the 

Spitz type that is named 
for the Pomerania 

region in north-west 
Poland and north-east 

Germany in Central 
Europe. Classed 

as a toy dog breed 
because of its small 
size, the Pomeranian 
is descended from 

larger Spitz-type dogs, 
specifically the German 

Spitz.       

Personality: Intelligent, Extroverted, Sociable, Active, 
Friendly, Playful

Energy Level: extremely energetic.

Height: 7” to 12”

Weight: 3 lbs. to 7 lbs.

Life Expectancy: 12 to 16 years
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Want To Get 
More Money for 
Your Puppies?
Puppy buyers want AKC puppies and will pay more for them.
In order for you to help meet this demand I urge you to work with AKC to get your breeding stock evaluated for 
AKC registrability. The AKC Breeder Relations team can quickly confirm if your breeding stock can become AKC 
registered. Pedigree research is free and will determine registration eligibility for dogs not currently AKC registered. 
Dogs may qualify for registration if all dogs originate from AKC registrable stock.

There are also many other good reasons to 
register with the American Kennel Club:
● The American Kennel Club has been a trusted brand among dog 
breeders and owners for over 125 years making them America’s 
premier dog registry

● To help you succeed as a breeder your AKC Breeder Relations 
team provides you with superior customer service, personalized 
programs, breeder education through seminars and prompt, efficient 
service.

● AKC Sponsored Health Clinics for breeding stock

● AKC Puppy Protection Package Registration Sales Program

● Reduced fees for litter registration and breeding stock registration

Contact us for more information:  
AKC Breeder Relations
PO Box 900067, Raleigh, NC 27675
Fax – 919-816-4232
Phone – 800-252-5545  PIN 75777 
Email – breeder_relations@akc.org
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Also Available From These Dealers 

John Troyer  Topeka, IN  (260) 593-3900 

Vic Graber  Sullivan, IL  (217) 543-3421 

Weaver Playsets  Millersburg, OH  (330) 893-0800 

Yoder’s Greenhouse  6041 S Kansas Rd, Apple Creek, OH 

Mohican Hardware  Danville, OH  (740) 599-5080 

DEALERS INQUIRIES WELCOME 

 

BBrriigghhttwwoooodd  TTuurrff,,  LLLLCC  

Lancaster County, PA 

((771177))  880066--44998800  

Turf Photographer Pads and GDM Whelping Den Turf Mats are also available 

CONSIDER THE BENEFITS! 

TOUGH & DURABLE 

High End, Sports Grade Turf 

LOW MAINTENANCE 

No Dirt, Mud, or Grass Clippings 

Cleans Easily 

No Mowing or Trimming 

BEAUTIFY DEAD AREAS 

Great for Shaded Areas 

Green Year Round 



Indiana Council for Animal Welfare 

ICAW Secretary 
5084 West 400 N 
Portland, IN 47371 


